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speare's appearance, as a dramatist, had an obvious
tendency to form the chastity of his muse; as the
chastity of Shakspeare's muse had the same tendency
to reform the popular taste. To this pure source of
refinement, and of pleasure, we may trace the popular
passion for theatrical representations, which the mi-
nisters of Elizabeth regarded as a disorder, requiring
necessary reform. The concourse of the people to the
playhouse enabled the managers of them, first, to fur-
nish simple accommodation, then to give greater con-
venience, and lastly, to superadd ornamental splen-
dour : This progress of improvement, we may remark,
drew still more the popular resort; while more ample
recompense supplied the means of higher gratification
to the multitudes, who, at the demise of Elizabeth,
found in theatrical representations their greatest
amusement.

Such are the various views, which those new notices
give of the stage, in England, at every step of its
progress. As Scotland was inhabited, during every
period, by people of the same lineage, its laws, its
customs, and its amusements, were, in every age,
nearly alike. When the warlike sports of the field
were fashionable among the valorous people of Eng-
land, tournaments, and other martial pastimes, were
the delight of the hardy inhabitants of Scotland f>,
When London had its abbot of misrule, Edinburgh
had its abbot of unreason6; when the citizens of

s Arnot's Ednf. 71 : "William the Lion, who died in 1212,
gave to the citizens of Edinburgh a valley, on the road to Leith,
for the special purpose of holding tournaments and other manly
feats of arms."

6 Arnot's Ednf. 77. In 1555, the parliament of Scotland
passed an act " Anentis Robert Hude and Abbot of Un-reason; '*
whereby it was ordained, " that in all times cummyng, na maner
of person be chosen Robert Hude, nor Little John, Abbot of Un-
reason, Queenis of May, nor otherwise, noutherin burgh, nor to
Landwart." [Skenes Actes, 1597, p. 150.] Those sports of the
field were surely very harmless, perhaps salutary : But the mora-